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LOCATION
Room 230

Kwong Lee Dow Building

234 Queensberry Street,

Carlton VIC 3053

CONFERENCE CONVENOR
Dr Karen Block,  

Centre for Health Equity,  

Melbourne School of Population and Global Health,  

University of Melbourne

Conference Details

REFRESHMENTS 
Lunch will be provided, comprising vegetarian and vegan finger foods from Asylum Seeker Resource 

Centre Catering, as well as light refreshments for morning and afternoon tea.

The Kwong Lee Dow Building is on the corner of Queensberry and Leicester Streets. The building is a 10 

minute walk from Melbourne Central Station. It can also be accessed via trams on both Swantson and 

Elizabeth Streets.
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Program

9.15 -9.30 
 
SESSION 1 

WELCOME (ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS)

IDENTITY/EXCLUSION/RACISM/REPRESENTATION 
Chair: Karen Block 
 
ALEXANDRA LEE 
Reclaiming Asian Australian futures: Transnational mobility as a gateway to 
relationally constructed possible selves and everyday practices of hope

SATRIO NINDYO ISTIKO 
Yellow Skin, White Mask, and the Habitus of Low Self-Esteem: When Bourdieu Meets 
Fanon in the Sexual Environment of Newly Arrived Asian Gay Men in Australia 
 
PHILIPPA BELLEMORE 
Refugee mentoring 
 
AREEJ YOUSEF 
Refugee adolescents and ethnolinguistic identity construction: A systematic literature 
review 
 
MIREILLE KAYEYE 
Words from women seeking asylum 

SALTANAT KAMENOVA
Understanding entrepreneurship through the experiences of refugee women 
entrepreneurs

ANAK AGUNG ISTRI DIAH TRICESARIA
Refugee Women in Indonesia: Negotiating Precarious Livelihood and Survival 
Strategies in Protracted Transit Environment

MORNING TEA 
 
PARTICIPATORY AND CREATIVE METHODOLOGIES
Chair: Charlene Edwards

MEGHAN LEE 
Conducting participatory research with young people from migrant and refugee 
backgrounds: insights from ‘post-COVID’ regional Victoria 

9.30

9.50

10.10

10.20

10.30

10.40

10.50

11.00 - 11.30 (30 mins) 
 
SESSION 2

11.30

9.00 - 9.15 REGISTRATION
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GILLIAN HOWELL
Exploring experiences of ‘voice’ with adolescents affected by conflict and 
displacement through group songwriting

CLAIRE LOUGHNAN AND MEREDITH HINZE 
Against Erasure: Digital Witnessing of Manus Island Detention Centre

LOUISA SMITH
Co-designing Arabic-language resources for people with disability and family 
members from Syrian and Iraqi refugee backgrounds

SARA JAVADIAN
Hearing the Voices of Children from Migrant and Refugee Backgrounds: Co-design of 
a Mindfulness-Based Art Intervention

LUNCH

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASYLUM SEEKING
Chair: Phillipa Bellemore

FREYA DINSHAW
Labour in Limbo: Bridging Visa E holders and modern slavery risk in Australia

KELLY SODERSTROM
Failure to Externalise: Responsibility Shedding and Germany’s Attempted Expansion 
of the Safe Country of Origin List

CARLY HAWKINS
Life locked up in Nauru: The experience of education for refugee and asylum seeker 
children in Australian offshore immigration detention.

PHILIPPA DUELL-PIENING
Visibility and rights attainment: Considering the locus of power

JOEL ANDERSON
How does empathy impact attitudes towards asylum seekers in Australia?

SHEENAGH MCSHANE
Housing and its associations with mental health in refugee populations

11.50

12.10

12.30

12.50

1.00 - 2.00 (1 hour)

SESSION 3

2.00

2.20

2.40

3.00

3.10

3.20

Program
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AFTERNOON TEA

INTEGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS
Chair: Kelly Soderstrom 
 
NOBUKO NAGAI 
Analysing the city-level migrant integration strategy through the lens of urban 
citizenship in Birmingham, UK and Osaka, Japan

CHRISTINE DESLANDES 
Exploring African migrants and African Australians tertiary education experience 
 
THAE OO KHAING 
The impact of Higher Education programs in displaced and ethnic minority 
communities of the Thailand-Myanmar Border Region, Thailand 
 
BONGKOT NAPAUMPORN 
Statelessness Identity: Creating, Narrating and Contesting 
 
NURUL AZIZAH ZAYZDA 
Assessing refugee’s access to social rights through the postcolonial citizenship lens 

ANDREA MARILYN PRAGASHINI IMMANUEL
The Right to Nationality During Armed Conflict

JADE ROBERTS
The Stateless and Alternative Forms of Membership

CLOSE 

 

3.30 - 4.00 (30 mins)

SESSION 4

4.00

4.20

4.30

4.40

4.50

5.00

5.10

5.20 - 5.30

Program
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ONLINE PRESENTATIONS
15-minute recordings will be uploaded on the conference website with a 30 second trailer for each 
presentation to be shown during conference breaks. 
 
DEBASREETA DEB 

Amidst Structured Exclusion: Locating Bengali lives in Assam’s National Register of Citizens 
 
TRISNASARI FRASER
Social connection and intercultural understanding through music practice

RYOKO KOSE 
Being Keepers: An art practice for survival as an invisible environmental refugee 
 
EUN SU LEE AND ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BETINA SZKUDLAREK
Hiring People with a Refugee Background: Actioning for success 

BERNARD SAMA NDE 
Incorporating therapeutic jurisprudence in New Zealand’s refugee and protection status determinations: 

Possibilities and constraints 
 
DAILE LYNN RUNG, HEIDI HETZ AND DAVID RADFORD 
Exploring subaltern masculinities through the emotional labour of refugee-background men in Australia

ELIZABETH SCHMIDT
Policy to Practice: What Australian Migration Policy Means for Queer Refugees

Program
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How does empathy impact attitudes towards asylum seekers in Australia?
Joel Anderson 

ABSTRACT
Attitudes towards asylum seeker in Australia are often negative and pervasive. Research has well established a range of 

demographic and ideological factors that can predict which groups of people typically have more negative attitudes 

than others, yet little is known about factors that can help to predict less prejudice. In this presentation, I will present data 

from 2 studies exploring the role of empathy (conceptualised in four different ways) in perceptions of asylum seekers. 

Study 1 will explore the role of empathy in blatant and subtle prejudices towards this group, and Study 2 will explore the 

role of empathy in predicting support for punitive policies (vs accepting policies) regarding the treatment of asylum 

seekers while their claims for asylum are being processes. A range of implications for these findings will be discussed. 

BIOGRAPHY
Dr Joel Anderson is a Senior Research Fellow in the Institute for Positive Psychology and Education at Australian Catholic 

University. His research interests are around understanding the lived experiences of prejudice for asylum seekers and people 

with refugee backgrounds, and has a focus on understanding their experiences of conversion practices (to change or suppress 

their sexual or gender identities).

Refugee mentoring
Phillipa Bellemore
 

ABSTRACT
A range of organisations has adopted mentoring as a strategy to support refugees in areas such as finding employment, 

connecting in local communities, in education and improving health outcomes. Multiple studies reveal that mentoring programs 

for refugees and asylum seekers can be highly effective and confer benefits to participants in terms of social capital, belonging 

and capacity building (Askins, 2016; Bellemore, 2019; Vickers, McCarthy, & Zammit, 2017). More recently, the enthusiastic take-

up of the community sponsorship program Community Refugee and Settlement Pilot (CRISP) and volunteering at asylum seeker 

centres indicates a significant community interest in volunteer programs. Yet, despite a high level of adoption and interest, the 

concept of mentoring is underexplored and has contested meanings.

In this presentation, I unpack the different meanings of mentoring and explore ways that mentoring can empower, but also how 

it can reproduce power imbalances and gendered ways of working. A reflection on the potential of co-design, and participatory 

intentionality to lessen power imbalances will be given. I will offer practical strategies to increase the refugee voice in mentoring 

programs.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Phillipa is an early career researcher and educator. Her PhD thesis Refugee Mentoring: The Comfort of Strangers, was completed 

in 2019. Since then, Phillipa has worked with other scholars at Macquarie University to establish a refugee mentoring program: 

Making Connections and an Indigenous Mentoring program: Waranara. Both programs are ongoing.
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Amidst Structured Exclusion: Locating Bengali lives in Assam’s National Register of 
Citizens
Debasreeta Deb
 

ABSTRACT
The NRC is a complex citizenship verification exercise conducted in the state of Assam in India aimed at drawing up a list of 

‘authentic’ citizens within the geographic boundaries of Assam and identifying illegal immigrants settled in the state based on 

the furnishing of archival official documents in the possession of the applicants as proof of citizenship on or before 1971, leaving 

it to the powers of the state to certify their authenticity and those without papers shall be stripped of their citizenship status 

and detained in one of the six detention camps in Assam. The NRC is not just an isolated administrative exercise, but a process 

that is embedded in a history and the larger politics of Assamese nationalism, which is principally characterized by its apathy 

towards the outsider.

The final list of the NRC which was released on August 31, 2019, left over 1.9 million people, mostly Bengalis, the ‘people in 

question’ under the NRC, from the citizenship register violently robbing the poorest of the poor and the most vulnerable of even 

their dignity and universal personhood which is an ethical underpinning of citizenship, having serious consequences on their 

lives, bodies and fate. With more than 100 lives lost due to suicides connected to frustration, anxiety and helplessness related 

to the NRC, and fearing incarceration in the detention camps, one is reminded of Hannah Arendt’s reflections on stateless 

people as ‘those who lived outside the pale of the law and those over whom the police are given absolute authority’. The 

impoverishment and anxiety of the marginalized minorities has struck at what it is to be human, and who is allowed to live or 

made to die. The basis of decitizenisation as well as lodging of a section of people to detention camps is premised on racial 

categorization and the construction as well as the ‘enemy’ perception of the Bengalis suspected as foreigners and encroachers 

in Assam’s territory and as cultural and security threats, and is thus a visible manifestation of the malignancy of xenophobia, 

thus legitimizing actions taken against them through the perpetuation of a particular discourse on the Assamese Self and the 

non-Assamese Other.

Against this backdrop, this paper shall deconstruct the NRC through the prism of ‘racial apartheid’ and based on my interactions 

with people who have been left out of the NRC list within a semi-structured interview framework, this paper shall also 

attempts to understand how the deployment of ‘labels’ as well as the migration panic has legitimized the dehumanization and 

decitizenisation of the non-Assamese ‘Other’ in Assam’s NRC.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Debasreeta Deb hails from Assam in India. She has completed her Graduation and Post-Graduation in Political Science from 

Presidency University in Kolkata. She also holds an M.Phil Degree in International Relations from Jadavpur University in Kolkata. 

Her M.Phil dissertation examined the humanitarian crisis created by the National Register of Citizens in Assam. Her current 

research deals with the application of statelessness in the Indian Federation.

She takes interest in topics relating to South Asia, statelessness, and citizenship and has presented her works at several 

international conferences Her paper titled, ‘On the fringes of citizenship: The making of ‘foreigners’ from ‘citizens’; in India’s 

National Register of Citizens’, won the Best International Paper at the Political Studies Association Conference in July 2021. She 

was also selected to participate in the ‘Statelessness Intensive Course’ organized by the Peter McMullin Center on Statelessness, 

University of Melbourne in February 2022.
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Labour in Limbo: Bridging Visa E holders and modern slavery risk in Australia 
Freya Dinshaw
 

ABSTRACT
People who flee their homes seeking safety are at heightened risk of being subject to labour exploitation and modern slavery. In 

Australia, these risks are particularly salient within the relatively small group of people seeking asylum and refugees who were 

subject to indefinite offshore detention simply for arriving in Australia by boat and, after medical or legal interventions, were 

subsequently transferred to Australia and placed onto 6-month rolling ‘Final Departure’ Bridging Visa E’s. After years of living in 

limbo, and harsh conditions on Nauru or Manus Island, and with deteriorating mental health as result of their treatment, they 

continue to face an uncertain future.

This paper examines the precarious working situation of refugees and people seeking asylum on BVEs a case study for 

understanding potential modern slavery risks for refugees on temporary visas. It assesses the extent to which companies 

operating in high risk sectors, such as horticulture, are addressing modern slavery risks posed to refugees on temporary visas in 

their inaugural Modern Slavery Act Statements under the Australian Modern Slavery Act 2018 (Cth), and makes recommendations 

to business and government on how these risks can be addressed.

BIOGRAPHY
Professor Susan Kneebone researches in the area of international migration, nationality and citizenship law, including refugees, 

statelessness, human trafficking, marriage migration and migrant workers, with particular reference to South East Asia. She was 

appointed a Professorial Fellow and Associate, Asian Law Centre at Melbourne Law School in March 2015.

 

Freya Dinshaw is currently acting as Legal Director at the Human Rights Law Centre where she specialises in business and 

human rights. She is a community fellow at the Melbourne Social Equity Institute where she is undertaking research on modern 

slavery and bridging visa holders.
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Visibility and rights attainment: Considering the locus of power 
Philippa Duell-Piening
 

ABSTRACT
Visibility is often seen as an important step along the path to remedy marginalisation. Nonetheless, in some instances, visibility 

may be counter-productive to human rights attainment. Invisibility is sometimes necessary for human rights-fulfilling outcomes. 

The locus of power over an individual must be considered to understand whether visibility may benefit or harm rights bearers. 

Visibility combined with state power over an individual may lead to subjugation, e.g. UNHCR cards being used by states to 

identify and detain people who are refugees. 

If we consider invisibility-visibility a spectrum or an axis, consideration should also be given to an intersecting axis that denotes 

the spectrum of individual autonomy vis-à-vis state power over the individual. The locus of power is influenced by laws, 

citizenship and other mechanisms of state control. This paper will present a framework that illustrates the relationship between 

state power, individual autonomy, and visibility and discuss its implications for policymakers, researchers, and advocates.

BIOGRAPHY
Philippa Duell-Piening is a PhD candidate at the Melbourne Law School. Her research is primarily in the field of human rights 

law with a focus on disability and refugee rights. Before commencing her PhD candidature in 2019, Philippa coordinated the 

Victorian Refugee Health Network.

Social connection and intercultural understanding through music practice
Trisnasari Fraser

ABSTRACT

Music practice is understood to play a role in identity formation among diasporic communities and in strengthening social 

bonds. As a custom found universally across human cultures while demonstrating cultural variation it has potential to play 

an integrative role in culturally diverse societies. This research project considers the role of music in facilitating intercultural 

understanding and social connection. Specifically, it explores intercultural ties and knowledge creation through music 

collaboration via social network analysis; and digital adaptations made to intercultural music engagement during COVID-19 

lockdown using an ethnographic approach. In addition, the current state of knowledge regarding programs that use music 

participation for intercultural cohesion is considered in an integrative literature review. A hybrid program aimed at fostering 

intercultural ties through music activity (both face to face and digital formats) is to be designed based on the research findings. 

An overview will be provided of the research methodologies, interim findings and future directions.

BIOGRAPHY
Trisnasari Fraser is a psychologist with an interest in the wellbeing of artists and the therapeutic value of community arts. Her 

current PhD research investigates social cohesion and community resilience through intercultural music and dance engagement. 

She has previously conducted research about the experience of first and second-generation Australian artists.
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Life locked up in Nauru: The experience of education for refugee and asylum seeker 
children in Australian offshore immigration detention
Carly Hawkins
 

ABSTRACT
Forced migration is at unprecedented levels and many countries have implemented harsh policies regarding people seeking 

asylum. Australia legislates one of the harshest responses in the world, sending any asylum seeker arriving by boat to indefinite 

offshore immigration detention, including children. Research on the impact of immigration detention has largely overlooked 

the schooling and education of children. My focus is on the experience of education for children detained in Nauru from 2013-

2019. I conducted 21 qualitative interviews with children, parents and service providers in 2021-2022 to explore experiences 

of schooling, and barriers and support to education. Draft findings show that a lack of belonging and agency affected school 

engagement. A sense of hopelessness and uncertainty also affected motivation to attend school with many children missing 

school for months and years. The research indicates that the current policy of offshore detention has had a negative impact on 

children’s educational experience.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Carly Hawkins is a doctoral candidate at the Social Policy Research Centre at the University of New South Wales, Sydney. Her 

research explores the lived experience and views of asylum seekers and refugees who were detained in offshore immigration 

detention.

Exploring experiences of ‘voice’ with adolescents affected by conflict and  
displacement through group songwriting
Gillian Howell
 

ABSTRACT
This presentation shares findings from arts-based research in Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey in 2021 that examined how 

adolescents with lived experience of war, violence, and displacement experience their access to voice and collective power. 

Commissioned by Save the Children Middle East and Eastern Europe, it used an innovative arts-based methodology, generating 

and analysing data through a series of songwriting workshops with adolescents of Syrian, Palestinian, and Jordanian 

backgrounds. ‘Voice’ was understood to mean the adolescents’ sense of self-expression, being heard by others, and being able 

to influence decisions and events affecting them. The presentation will share what was learned about this methodology and its 

application with adolescents, including discussion of how data generation and analysis were woven into the creative process; 

the use of metaphor as a participatory analytical step; and the modes through which the research findings were reported and 

shared with the adolescents and their communities. With music a prominent part of many young people’s expressive lives, 

group songwriting proved to be a rigorous participatory approach that engaged displaced adolescents in meaningful and 

strength-based ways while avoiding the extractive aspect of more traditional research methodologies.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Dr Gillian Howell’s interdisciplinary research and creative practice advance understanding of music-making’s contributions to 

post-conflict community cohesion and social transformation. As Dean’s Research Fellow, Faculty of Fine Arts and Music, she leads 

a portfolio of research with community partners that explores music, voice, and story as essential resources for peacebuilding.
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The Right to Nationality During Armed Conflict 
Andrea Marilyn Pragashini Immanuel
 

ABSTRACT
The right to nationality is protected as a human right under international and regional human rights instruments and considered 

as an emerging customary right. However, this right is regularly under threat during armed conflict, resulting in its violation. 

Since armed conflicts involve violations of the right to nationality, securing this right remains an important issue to be addressed 

for the individual who bears the consequences of the violation of this right. When nationality and statelessness issues are not 

resolved, it affects a core right of the individual and results in aggravating armed conflicts. The right to nationality during armed 

conflict has not received particular attention in either doctrine or scholarship. My doctoral research answers how a rights-based 

understanding of nationality better secures the right to nationality under international law during times of armed conflict. This 

paper (which is part of my doctoral research) will analyse how international humanitarian law conceptualises nationality and 

whether this current conception of nationality secures the right to nationality during armed conflict.

BIOGRAPHY
Andrea is a PhD Candidate at the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness, Melbourne Law School, University of Melbourne. Her 

doctoral research explores nationality and statelessness issues during armed conflict. Formerly, she was an Assistant Professor 

of Legal Practice in Jindal Global Law School, India and has also worked with UNHCR India.

Yellow Skin, White Mask, and the Habitus of Low Self-Esteem: When Bourdieu Meets 
Fanon in the Sexual Environment of Newly Arrived Asian Gay Men in Australia 
Satrio Nindyo Istiko

ABSTRACT
Racism against Asian gay men in Western countries is well documented. In this study that explores sexual health knowledge of 

newly arrived Asian gay men in Queensland, Australia, racism also emerges as an ongoing subordination process that negates 

their efforts to be sexual health literate. To understand this process, I will draw from the literature and the data from thirty-three 

interviews with eleven participants to propose the concept of ‘habitus of low self-esteem’. Bourdieu’s notion of habitus and 

Fanon’s understanding of low self-esteem are used to examine the formation of this habitus among most of the participants and 

others who are ascribed as Asians within gay men’s sexual environment. By focusing on habitus of low self-esteem, I challenge 

the dominant way of thinking that sexuality and race create an interlocking system of domination in an equal way against Asian 

and other racialised gay men. Through this paper, I also present one of the most overlooked factors that affects newly arrived 

migrants’ lives, and that is: the erotic life of racism.
 

BIOGRAPHY
Satrio Nindyo Istiko is a critical public health scholar whose interests lie in the intersections of migration and health. He uses 

interdisciplinary knowledge, qualitative methods, and participatory approaches to explore the determinants of health among 

migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees. Currently, he is a doctoral candidate at the School of Public Health, The University of 

Queensland.
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Hearing the Voices of Children from Migrant and Refugee Backgrounds: Co-design of a 
Mindfulness-Based Art Intervention 
Sara Javadian
 

ABSTRACT
The global number of people who migrated in 2020 is at an all-time high of 281 million. From this figure, more than 89.3 million 

people have been forced displacement due to war, persecution, or human rights abuse, with almost half of whom are aged below 

18 years. Research shows that children from migrant and refugee backgrounds can face educational, mental, social, and emotional 

challenges when adjusting to a new country. This is especially important for Australia as one of the world’s major migration nations. 

There is currently limited research on preventative or therapeutic interventions that can support the social and emotional outcomes 

for primary-aged students from migrant and refugee backgrounds. Importantly, children’s voices are rarely given due weight in 

the intervention’s design process. This study uses participatory methods to understand the perspectives of migrant and refugee 

background children as part of co-designing and tailoring a mindfulness-based art intervention. Mindfulness encourages paying 

attention to the present moment non-judgmentally. Art-based activities help express the thoughts, feelings, and sensations that 

may emerge during mindfulness exercises in a non-verbal manner, with the potential to overcome language barriers. Combining 

mindfulness and art could potentially support the positive well-being of children from migrant and refugee backgrounds. 

BIOGRAPHY
Ms. Javadian has a bachelor’s in clinical psychology and a master’s in clinical child and adolescents psychology both from Iran 

and a second master’s in child development from University College London. She is currently a Ph.D. student at the University 

of Melbourne and her research is built upon eight years of work and research experience with children.

Understanding entrepreneurship through the experiences of refugee women  
entrepreneurs
Saltanat Kamenova
 

ABSTRACT
The research project is aimed at gaining a broader and critical understanding of entrepreneurship through the engagement with 

the experiences of refugee women entrepreneurs. In my research project I argue that there is a need to re-examine or re-think 

the very concept of entrepreneurship itself as it fails to capture the diversity and heterogeneity of entrepreneurial agents. Issues 

of diversity, intersectionality, motivation, challenges and enablers, impact and success, place and its role in entrepreneurial 

discourse are to be addressed in the suggested research project.  Following objectives are to be addressed.

• Bringing the Australian context into the broader literature on entrepreneurship by exploring the experiences of refugee 

women opening and running their businesses in Melbourne, Victoria.

• Addressing the complexities of the intersections of gender, refugee status, and other facets of identity such as age to 

recognise entrepreneurial diversity.

• Understanding how the place of entrepreneurial activity is experienced in diverse ways by refugee women entrepreneurs.

BIOGRAPHY
Saltanat Kamenova is a PhD student from the University of Melbourne, Faculty of Sciences. She is currently engaged in a project 

aimed at understanding the experiences of refugee women running business in Melbourne. Her research interests cover the 

issues of entrepreneurship, migration, diversity and etc. She is an international student from Kazakhstan. Apart from her studies 

she volunteers and takes care of her two children.
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Words from women seeking asylum
Mireille Kayeye

ABSTRACT
Despite the extensive research focused on newly arrived communities in Australia, there are significant gaps on women seeking 

asylum in major national reports. Although there has been a great deal of work on forced migration, the voices of women seeking 

asylum continue to be excluded. The limited research on people seeking asylum in Australia has focused on people seeking 

asylum who are currently living in detention centres and focuses on vulnerability and victimhood. Very few studies document 

the lived experience of women seeking asylum who are currently living in the community in relation to empowerment.

In this study, I examine the lived experience, agency, control and power from the perspective of women seeking asylum as they 

navigate the legal pathways of the asylum process.

Early findings of interviews suggest that women seeking asylum consider their lives in Australia to be filled with strengths, 

opportunities, capacities and resilience. The paper discusses how women choose to see themselves regardless of the hostile 

environment. The study offers a snippets of achievements, goals and hopes for the future. It suggests that failing to include their 

voices is a missed opportunity to represent a valuable group of members of the community.

BIOGRAPHY
Mimi is a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne, investigating empowerment and the lived experience of women 

seeking asylum in Australia. She works with the Settlement Team at Jesuit Social Services where she welcomes and provides 

services to humanitarian and newly arrived individuals, families and communities. She is engaged in the National Refugee-led 

Advisory and Advocacy Group (NRAAG), an entity focused on creating spaces for refugee-led voices in key decision-making 

across government and civil society. Mimi is passionate about writing stories on issues affecting women seeking asylum and 

refugees to raise awareness, inform policy and influence key decision-makers.

The impact of Higher Education programs in displaced and ethnic minority  
communities of the Thailand-Myanmar Border Region, Thailand
Thae Oo Khaing
 

ABSTRACT
The research aims to understand the impact of Higher Education (HE) programs on the lives of students from displaced 

and ethnic minority communities from the Thailand-Myanmar Border Region (TMBR) in Thailand. The TMBR is a region of 

large-scale human mobility, largely driven by the decades-long civil war inside Myanmar. This research will investigate the 

unique circumstances and challenges faced by students on the TMBR in accessing HE opportunities. The research seeks to 

develop a greater understanding of forced displacement and its intersection with HE to identify the meaning of HE for 

graduates and the pathways (to employment, further education, community leadership etc.) that they have undertaken on 

completion of their studies. Equally importantly, it aims to document the social capital acquired by HE graduates; and to 

compare the focus of HE programs and their outcomes to understand what aspects of HE influences graduate outcomes. 

BIOGRAPHY
Thae Oo Khaing is a displaced student from the Thailand-Myanmar Border Region (TMBR). She is ethnically Karen/Kayin from 

Myanmar. She crossed the border with her family when she was 15 years old. She is now doing her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

in International Development at the Australian Catholic University in Melbourne, Australia.
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Reclaiming Asian Australian futures: Transnational mobility as a gateway to  
relationally constructed possible selves and everyday practices of hope
Alexandra Lee 

ABSTRACT
Based on emerging findings from my PhD study, this paper examines the experiences of young Asian Australian women, to 

explore how transnational mobility might enable them to reimagine of the kinds of futures and future selves that they might hope 

for or aspire to, beyond the marginalised portrayals of their selves and their futures they had been surrounded by growing up 

in Australia. Through qualitative interview data and a case study, the paper unpacks how for some women, senses of place were 

interconnected with their senses of temporality (Prince 2014), with place-based exclusion experienced as a closing off of their 

futures in Australia, or even an inability to imagine them. Moving beyond exclusion- or deficit-based framings, however, the paper 

focuses on the role of the transnational or ‘overseas’ as a space these women creatively employ to build their sense of connection 

to community, futurity and ultimately hope (Cook and Cuervo 2019). In relational everyday practices, they find strategies of 

envisioning and working towards future possible selves; and further, communities or Australias that might facilitate them. Finally, 

it examines how some women employ these practices to facilitate a return to Australia and aspire to a future here, coming full circle. 

BIOGRAPHY
Alexandra (she/her) is a PhD candidate in Sociology at Deakin University. She is also affiliated with the Alfred Deakin Institute, the 

Centre for Resilient and Inclusive Societies (CRIS) Consortium, and Centre for Multicultural Youth (CMY). Her research interests 

include youth mobilities, multiculturalism, racism, among others.

Being Keepers: An art practice for survival as an invisible environmental refugee
Ryoko Kose
 

ABSTRACT
In this paper, I examine how my art practice has promoted my physical and psychological mobility as a critical tool for daily 

life and long-term survival. The paper draws from my practice-led research, which focuses on my first-hand experience as a 

transnational ‘voluntary’ evacuee from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster to Australia. My artistic research responds to the 

uncertainty caused by my voluntary yet forcible displacement over the past ten years. The artwork for this research aims to 

reconstruct the politics of space, place, and society through simple materials of yarn, existing/found objects and life in sites, 

and time, while exploring a new way of understanding security, survival, and wellbeing. The portfolio of the artworks created 

for this project demonstrates revision, transformation, and adaptation of personal narratives during periods of change and re-

organization. The artworks highlight how I have been maintaining my mobility in-between the national systems of Australia 

and Japan facing sociopolitical issues about migration as an environmental evacuee. My practice has become a medium to 

contextualise the sociopolitical and environmental issues connected to the disaster. As such, this research raises important 

concerns about the right to health and well-being and about the mobility of environmental evacuees and refugees.

BIOGRAPHY
Ryoko Kose is an artist who arrived in Melbourne in 2014 as a transnational voluntary evacuee from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear 

disaster. Following on from her Master of Arts (Art in Public Space) at RMIT University, she is now undertaking a PhD. She has 

exhibited in Japan, France and Australia.
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Hiring People with a Refugee Background: Actioning for success 
Eun Su Lee and Associate Professor Betina Szkudlarek
 

ABSTRACT
Studies have proven the importance of workforce integration in the overall integration of people with a refugee background 

in the receiving country. Meaningful employment can advance integration and increase individuals’ self-confidence, well-

being and sense of purpose. There is an opportunity for employers to play a vital role in improving the employment rates 

among refugees while expanding the corporate talent pool. In order to increase employers’ engagement in refugee workforce 

integration, we provide an overview of experiences and lessons learnt from 35 employers new to employing refugees. Our 

study revealed that employers were open to hiring refugees but often did not know where to start, nor did they have the time 

or resources to find out. Moreover, the findings of the study suggest that when it comes to hiring refugees, there seems to be a 

massive gap between employers’ intentions and actions. This paper outlines the perspectives of employers who consider hiring 

refugees, the role of various forms of incentives and support mechanisms available to them, and actions that could be taken 

to encourage employers to hire from this group of candidates. We provide numerous practical and policy recommendations to 

increase employers’ engagement in refugee workforce integration.

BIOGRAPHY
Betina Szkudlarek, PhD, The University of Sydney

Betina Szkudlarek is an Associate Professor at the University of Sydney Business School. Her work has been published 

in top-tier international journals and featured in multiple national and international media outlets. Betina holds the 

post of a Strategic Sustainability and Growth Consultant with the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC). 

Eun Su Lee, PhD, The University of Newcastle

Eun Su Lee is a Lecturer in Management at the Newcastle Business School, the University of Newcastle. Her research interests 

are in the fields of international human resource management and global mobility, focusing on migrants’ workforce integration 

and the role of multiple stakeholders in such efforts. Eun Su Lee is a Lecturer in Management at the Newcastle Business School, 

the University of Newcastle. Her research interests are in the fields of international human resource management and global 

mobility, focusing on migrants’ workforce integration and the role of multiple stakeholders in such efforts. 
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Against Erasure: Digital Witnessing of Manus Island Detention Centre 
Claire Loughnan and Meredith Hinze
 

ABSTRACT
How can we learn from a site of historical harm if our access to it is denied? How do we uncover the traces of what happened 

when that place was not only hidden to begin with, but has now disappeared? Between 2001 and 2008, and again between 

2013 and 2017, hundreds of asylum seekers were effectively imprisoned under Australian law, in an offshore processing centre 

on Manus Island, Papua New Guinea (PNG).  

As a testament to suffering, the memorialisation of sites such as concentration camps, and carceral institutions, often works to 

recall injustices in order to transform the future. But when these sites are razed to the ground, we might ask: what possibility 

remains for the memorialisation of suffering for those who survived, and for those who didn’t? How are records of border harms 

preserved? 

In an effort to preserve the memory of what was done at Manus, an interdisciplinary and international research team  came 

together to build a 3D digital representation of the now dismantled site – Against Erasure. This paper explores the technical and 

conceptual process of reconstruction and reflects on the camp at Manus Island as a site of border violence.

BIOGRAPHY
Claire Loughnan is an Early Career Researcher and Lecturer in Criminology in the School of Social and Political Sciences at the 

University of Melbourne. Her researches addresses the externalisation of refugee protection and the violence of contemporary 

border protection policies. She will present with Meredith Hinze (Faculty of Arts).

Conducting participatory research with young people from migrant and refugee  
backgrounds: insights from ‘post-COVID’ regional Victoria 
Meghan Lee
 

ABSTRACT
At a time when social and professional networks across Western Victoria’s community services sector have been impacted by 

COVID, how can researchers in this area make sure their work benefits communities?  

Many of the networks and opportunities that were available to young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds in the 

past are either no longer there, or young people are no longer aware of them. In Western Victoria, where it is not uncommon to 

have less than one full time ‘youth officer’ (a less qualified role than ‘youth worker’) working across multiple towns, communities, 

and projects, re-building youth engagement following COVID lockdowns is immensely challenging. Indeed, in contexts where 

services specifically for young people from migrant and refugee backgrounds may be absent or sparse, a full-time researcher 

conducting participatory research with this group may be just as well resourced—if not better— than local actors to deliver 

programs tailored to the needs of this group. Drawing from Vaughan and Davis’ approach of ‘reflexive solidarity’ (2018) in 

Participatory Action Research, I ask, how can researchers best approach their role in the community, to produce quality research 

of lasting value to the community and the sector?

BIOGRAPHY
Born and raised in regional Victoria, Meg (she/her) is from a migrant background and identifies as mixed race. A PhD candidate 

with the Melbourne Social Equity Institute, she is conducting Photovoice research with regional young people from migrant 

and refugee backgrounds around ‘wellbeing’. Meg works with a range of multicultural non-profits as a project officer and a 

volunteer.
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Housing and its associations with mental health in refugee populations 
Sheenagh McShane
 

ABSTRACT
The health and wellbeing of people who arrive in Australia as refugees needs to be considered in the complex context of pre 

and post arrival experiences. Psychological distress among refugees is not only caused by pre-migration factors but also by the 

many stressors faced post-migration. Central to a person’s wellbeing is access to good quality, affordable housing with security 

of tenure. However, refugees encounter a range of barriers which hinder their ability to find and maintain adequate housing. 

To look at the impact of housing on the mental health of refugees post settlement, I performed a systematic scoping review. 

The results show that the impact of housing factors on mental health outcomes could be synthesised into three dimensions: 

1) Physical condition of the house; 2) Structural context, including social and political structures; and 3) Individual context 

including peoples personal characteristics and expectations. The framing of housing into these dimensions helps clarify the way 

in which we think about, and research, the relationship between housing and mental health. Intersectoral collaboration and a 

‘Health in All Policies’ approach, is required to develop strategies, policies and programs that are effective in assisting refugees 

to overcome post-arrival settlement challenges.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Sheenagh McShane is a PhD candidate at the Centre for Health Policy, Melbourne School of Population and Global Health. 

Sheenagh’s research interests include housing, refugees and health.  Sheenagh has a keen interest in human rights work and 

brings this focus to her research.

Analysing the city-level migrant integration strategy through the lens of urban  
citizenship in Birmingham, UK and Osaka, Japan
Nobuko Nagai
 

ABSTRACT
The world has entered a new phase of mass migration and superdiversity, and roles local authorities and communities play in 

migrant integration have gained particular attention. Especially in urban area, local authorities are required to respond to such 

rapid superdiversification of their population independent from the national political discourse. Reflecting local demography 

and demands, local-level migrant integration can therefore help migrant residents settle in and establish own identities 

linked to their place of residence, which leads to the concept of urban citizenship. My PhD research examines how migrants’ 

urban citizenship is articulated through local-level integration strategy and shares preliminary findings from semi-structured 

interviews with stakeholders (city officials, policymakers, civil society, migrant communities) in Birmingham, UK, and Osaka, 

Japan. This paper attempts to explore the role of the city in enacting and operationalising urban citizenship for migrants by 

showing how stakeholders and policymakers as well as their networks form the city-level migrant integration strategy.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Nobuko Nagai is a PhD student in Social Policy, Sociology and Criminology at the University of Birmingham, UK, and currently 

a visiting student at the University of Melbourne (Nov 2022 – Apr 2023). She is part of the UK-Japan NODE Network at the 

Birmingham’s Institute for Research into Superdiversity.
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Statelessness Identity: Creating, Narrating and Contesting
Bongkot Napaumporn
 

ABSTRACT
Statelessness is a violation of the human right to a nationality and to human dignity. It causes barriers to access other rights 

such as legal employment, healthcare, and social services. Additional impacts on the protection needs of stateless persons arise 

significantly when they migrate. Due to links to more than one country, they usually struggle with establishing their identity 

and finding their own place in the world. In most cases, they end up being excluded from membership of all the countries 

where they have relevant links. However, it is evident that some stateless persons are attempting to negotiate their identity 

with the state in ways that increase the probability of their integration into the society regardless of their vulnerable position. 

This paper explores the history of statelessness governance in order to delve into how the concept of statelessness identity 

has been developed. Using the lived experiences of stateless persons in Thailand, the paper argues that stateless people have 

sought to assert and define their own identity despite their struggles. My research thus challenges dominant understandings 

of statelessness and identity.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Bongkot Napaumporn is a PhD researcher at the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness. Since 2006 her work has been 

dedicated to the prevention and reduction of statelessness and the protection of stateless persons in Asia and the Pacific. Her 

research focuses on identity negotiation among stateless persons from Thailand in Japan
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Incorporating therapeutic jurisprudence in New Zealand’s refugee and protection 
status determinations: Possibilities and constraints
Bernard Sama Nde 

ABSTRACT
Therapeutic jurisprudence principles have the potential to improve New Zealand’s processes and proceedings for making 

‘refugee and protection status determinations’ (RSD) by focusing on well-being alongside ensuring a rigorous system. Employing 

a transformative paradigm, I present a research project with 32 refugee claimants/appellants and professionals working in the 

RSD space related to their experiences and perspectives of lodging an asylum application and/or appeal.

The study reveals that New Zealand’s RSD regime is invested (in principle and practice) in protecting and guaranteeing natural 

justice, such as the hearing, evidence, and bias rules. However, the scheme is also compromised considerably by: 

• Access to justice and procedural problems throughout,

• A ‘rubber-stamping’ warrant of commitment law,

• Culture of disbelief, and

• Concerns about interviewing techniques by decision-makers and lawyers.

These shortcomings expose the refugee claimants and, to an extent, the RSD professionals to potential harm.  

Through presenting Thompson’s (2016) work on anti-oppressive practice, I demonstrate how oppression can work 

within a nested system from structural to individual levels. In response, I propose multi-level approaches informed by 

therapeutic jurisprudence that could provide more holistic and arguably more rigorous processes for the RSD system. 

BIOGRAPHY
Bernard Sama is originally from the Anglophone region in the Cameroons. Working as an aspirant human rights lawyer in 

the Cameroons and facing political persecution, he moved to New Zealand more than ten years ago, seeking protection as a 

refugee. He was formally recognised as one. He is close to completing his PhD at the University of Auckland, focusing on New 

Zealand’s refugee status determination procedure.
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The Stateless and Alternative Forms of Membership
Jade Roberts

ABSTRACT
The aim of this paper is to present an alternative to the dominant approach to conceiving of and addressing the issue of 

statelessness. The dominant approach, reflected in the UNHCR’s Global Action Plan to End Statelessness by 2024, views the 

stateless as legal anomalies in a world in which everyone is allocated to at least one state through a nationality. In this view, the 

problem of statelessness can be solved by states through the grant of nationality. However, this approach faces a number of 

problems, including low levels of political will to end statelessness. In this paper, I explore an alternative approach to addressing 

statelessness based on recognising stateless people’s membership of substate and supranational communities. I ask: can city or 

regional organisation-based citizenship supply to stateless people the rights they lack through the absence of a nationality? I 

argue that stateless people’s membership of supranational communities is unlikely to be recognised, given the absence of the 

constituent national membership. However, recognition that stateless residents of cities hold ‘city citizenship’ (or ‘cityzenship’) is 

possible and this status could ameliorate at least some of the rights deprivations that stateless people experience.

BIOGRAPHY
Jade Roberts is a PhD Candidate within the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness at the Melbourne Law School.
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Exploring subaltern masculinities through the emotional labour of  
refugee-background men in Australia
Daile Lynn Rung, Heidi Hetz and David Radford
 

ABSTRACT
While there is an emerging body of academic literature focused on men in forced migration contexts, there is a gap in knowledge 

about how forced migration and resettlement affects men’s sense of masculinity in Australia. Drawing upon qualitative data 

from two recent studies, we explore how refugee-background men engage in emotional labour through their transnational 

movements and attempts to resettle in Australia. We argue that the men’s experiences with embodied forms of emotional 

labour shapes their sense of identity and subaltern masculinities. Using ‘mobility-work’ and ‘resettlement-work’ (Rung, 2018) as 

orientating concepts, we highlight some of the common emotional experiences shared by men from refugee backgrounds who 

participated in these studies. The men’s voices provide insights into how they (re)negotiated their identities and masculinities in 

relation to the common and deeply emotional experiences of family separation, protracted periods of waiting and uncertainty, 

and challenges associated with asylum entry and immigration pathways available to them and their families in Australia.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Dr Daile Lynn Rung is the inaugural Research Fellow with the Freemasons Centre for Male Health and Wellbeing 

at Charles Darwin University. She is a migration sociologist and social policy researcher whose work broadly 

concerns the health, wellbeing, and social inclusion outcomes of people from migrant and refugee backgrounds.  

Dr Heidi Hetz is a lecturer at the University of South Australia (UniSA) where she has been teaching sociology, literacy, and academic 

writing since 2015. Recent research with refugee-background communities has explored storytelling and (self-)representation, 

settlement and contributions, and educational aspirations. Heidi is the Equity and Inclusion Portfolio leader at The Australian 

Sociological Association (TASA). Prior to 2015, Heidi worked and volunteered with newly arrived refugees for several years.  

 

Dr David Radford is Senior Lecturer (Sociology), University of South Australia. David’s research focuses on mobilities, identities 

and social change. David investigates migration, diversity and interculturality in rural/regional and urban Australia. His research 

emphasises the importance of the micro, everyday lived experiences of migration and interculturality while drawing on macro 

factors impacting these experiences. His current research focuses on humanitarian rural settlement.
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Policy to Practice: What Australian Migration Policy Means for Queer Refugees 
Elizabeth Schmidt
 

ABSTRACT
The intersections of Queer identity and displacement, particularly for those whose primary asylum claim is not gender or sexual 

orientation, are not well addressed in policy internationally or in countries of asylum and resettlement. This research explores 

possibilities for the Australian government policy framework to better support a peaceful and dignified migration process for 

Queer refugees and asylum seekers. A discourse analysis is undertaken to identify the construction of Queer refugees and 

asylum seekers by national and state migration policies. Interviews with service providers identify existing coping mechanisms 

for Queer refugees and their advocates as they navigate policy. These coping mechanisms inform recommendations for 

policy reform with a bottom-up approach to knowledge creation and governance that is essential to decolonization and 

peace-building. Key findings include the need for greater recognition of intersectionality in policy, a departure from Western 

paradigms, training on inclusive practice and trauma-informed communication on all levels of service provision, the inclusion 

of people with lived experience in policy-making, the direction of resources to peer-led community groups, and exploration of 

alternatives to the case management model of service provision and contracted services.

BIOGRAPHY
Liz is a community organizer and researcher focused on peaceful outcomes for people in forced migration and justice in identity-

based, asymmetrical conflicts. Liz studied Conflict Management at Kent State University and is completing a Master of Research 

at Western Sydney University, funded by Fulbright Australia. She is the co-founder of The Body, an activist resource center.
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Co-designing Arabic-language resources for people with disability and family  
members from Syrian and Iraqi refugee backgrounds 
Louisa Smith
 

ABSTRACT
People with disability and family members from Syrian and Iraqi refugee backgrounds lack information about services and 

supports. Employing people with disability from Syrian refugee background, this project used a co-design approach to develop 

a range of resources in Arabic providing information about the National Disability Insurance Scheme, dental health and care, and 

family support. Initial, graphically illustrated workshops in Arabic with 38 people with disability and family members, identified 

these three topics for resource development. A co-design group involving 15 people including workshop participants, refugee 

and disability practitioners – a number of who were bi-lingual, and researchers met online four times to plan the resources’ 

content and format.  Co-design members overwhelmingly felt that Arabic-language videos were the most appropriate format 

as they can be distributed via social media, which Iraqi and Syrian communities use regularly, and compared to information 

sheets and brochures, are accessible for people with low literacy skills. Short, animated videos are engaging, quick to view, 

and there is an emerging evidence base showing their effectiveness for knowledge translation. Using the graphic illustrator’s 

images, media companies were engaged to produce the Arabic-language videos. This presentation will describe the co-design 

process and resultant resources.

BIOGRAPHY
Louisa Smith’s research explores the intersection between disability, dementia and complex support needs. Louisa has a 

particular interest in research that actively develops supports for those who are most socially isolated, including people with 

disabilities and/or dementia who experience gender and sexuality diversity, live in large residential accommodation or are from 

refugee backgrounds. Louisa’s research works across the disciplines of sociology, disability and dementia studies and policy 

studies, with a particular focus on inclusive and participatory methodologies. Louisa’s current program of research focuses 

on Participatory Action Research approaches to co-develop and co-design resources to support people with disabilities and 

dementia and complex support needs. An example of such work with people with dementia is documented in this short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LI721G6ORN8&feature=emb_title

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LI721G6ORN8&feature=emb_title
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Failure to Externalise: Responsibility Shedding and Germany’s Attempted Expansion 
of the Safe Country of Origin List
Kelly Soderstrom
 

ABSTRACT
Germany experienced an unprecedented arrival of 1.2 million asylum seekers between 2015 and 2016, resulting in significant 

bureaucratic and political pressures placed on the German state. In response, the German government endeavoured to increase 

the efficiency of asylum procedures and externalise asylum governance by expanding the “safe country of origin” (SCO) list. 

This strategy would deter potential asylum seekers from fleeing “safe” countries. In 2015, Germany added Albania, Kosovo, and 

Montenegro to the SCO list. However, further proposals in 2016 and 2018 to include Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, and Georgia 

failed to pass ratification in the Federal Council. Drawing on Roger Zetter’s labelling theory, this article conducts an analysis of 

political contestation relating to realised and attempted expansions of the SCO list in Germany. The article identifies why the 

German government was successful in adding Albania, Kosovo, and Montenegro to the list, but failed to add Georgia, Algeria, 

Morocco, and Tunisia. The analysis ultimately elucidates how domestic politics and variations in conceptualisations of political 

realities can interfere with externalisation agendas, as well as how “safe” country labels operate within a broader externalisation 

of refugee policy governance.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Kelly Soderstrom PhD is an early career academic in the Faculty of Business and Economics at the University of Melbourne. Her 

dissertation at the University of Melbourne examined the role of state responsibilities in shaping the German government’s 

response to the 2015-2016 asylum governance crisis.
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Refugee adolescents and ethnolinguistic identity construction: A systematic literature 
review 
Areej Yousef
 

ABSTRACT
With an unprecedented increase in the number of forcibly displaced people, the influence of displacement on youth has gained 

increased attention among researchers. Adolescent refugees are among the most impacted due to their age, in which identity 

construction is pivotal.  Forced displacement at the age of adolescence has the potential to negatively influence one’s emerging 

sense of self and could result in youth’s decreased physical and mental health, as they are left to navigate new language(s) and 

culture(s) while navigating institutional and societal expectations of rapid assimilation. This presentation reports the findings 

of a systematic literature review conducted as part of a PhD project looking at ethnolinguistic identity construction amongst 

refugee adolescent girls. Utilising PRISMA and analysing 16 peer-reviewed articles between 2011-2021, we reveal that the impact 

of forced displacement on adolescents’ settlement and mental health has been extensively researched.  However, by adopting 

a post-colonial perspective, we uncover the importance of exploring marginalisation in a nuanced manner highlighting the 

heterogeneity of refugees’ experiences in terms of settlement, language learning, language maintenance, and their sense of 

belonging in a new society. This view aligns with our analysis of the literature that highlights the need for deeper exploration 

of the cultural and political context of refugees (as opposed to immigrants), and the under-examined link between gender and 

identity construction.

BIOGRAPHY
Areej is a HDR candidate at Griffith University. Her research interests include bilingualism, bilingual education and language 

maintenance among minority communities. Her PhD is exploring the impact of forced displacement on the experiences of 

adolescents. Particularly, exploring how they (re) construct an ethnolinguistic identity, maintain their wellbeing, and belong in 

Australian society.
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Assessing refugee’s access to social rights through the postcolonial citizenship lens
Nurul Azizah Zayzda
 

ABSTRACT
Indonesia has  not ratified the 1951 Refugee Convention, although the government allows refugees and asylum seekers to 

stay in Indonesia temporarily during the refugee status determination and whilst they await resettlement to a third country. 

However, the lengthy process has caused protracted temporary stay for many of them. This research is interested in exploring 

refugees and asylum seekers’ enjoyment of human rights whilst  in transit, with particular attention to two strands of social 

rights, i.e., rights to health and rights to education. The focus on these issues is inspired by citizenship studies in migration 

and postcolonial context. Studies on Citizenship and Migration highlight migrant’s interaction with the state, showing that 

migrant’s experience representing to some extent characters of citizenship, despite their non-citizen status. Postcolonial 

Citizenship studies on the other hand attempt to explain the formation of citizenship in postcolonial states by recognizing the 

legacy of colonialism, models of social relations and contestations over the content of citizenship. This research will focus on the 

effect of postcolonialism in Indonesia on the construction of citizenship and how this impacts on the human rights of refugees.  

Apart from analyse of relevant legal texts and policy documents, the research will also be conducted through semi-structured 

interviews to investigate the social relations and factors that influence refugee’s access to social rights.

 

BIOGRAPHY
Nurul Azizah Zayzda is in her first year at PhD-Law, Melbourne Law School. Her research interests are migration and human 

rights. She is a member of PhD program in Migration, Statelessness and Refugee Studies, Melbourne Social Equity Institute.



Migration, Refugees & Statelessness Conference | 2022 | Page 28


